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2-2:30 p.m.  
How Can We Characterize the Path to Successful Economic Transition for 
Varying States Throughout the World?  
Emily Cox 
Faculty Advisor: Nathan Griffith, Ph.D. 
 
This thesis attempts to identify criteria for successful transitions from closed markets economies 
based on socialism to open market economies with a varying degree of capitalist tendencies. 
Different regions of the world are evaluated, including East Asia, Latin America, Central and 
Eastern Europe, and Africa. Within these regions, specific states are studied and their political, 
economic, legal, and some social structures before and during transition evaluated.  Particular 
attention is paid to how these structures might inhibit or propel transitions of various designs.  
 
There is much controversy in both practice and theory regarding the best avenues for a 
successful transition to take place. One leading school of thought holds that rapid transitions – 
often labeled “shock therapy” - are best. However, across the globe and across time this has been 
highly disputed, with dissenting opinions advocating for more deliberate, slower transitions or 
for transitions that pay more attention to microeconomic components.  
 
In the first section of this thesis, different types of transitions are evaluated and explained. In the 
next sections, case studies are analyzed for each applicable region of the world. In the final 
section, criteria are established that categorize routes to successful economic transition based on 
relevant political, economic, legal, and social structures within a country. Among other 
objectives, this thesis attempts to answer the question of what type of transition works best for an 
individual state, as well as establish the importance of viewing states individually when 
considering best practices for transition.  
 
2:30-3 p.m.  
The History of Gun Control Legislation 
Kalekirstos Hailemariam 
Faculty Advisor: Vaughn May, Ph.D. 
 
3-3:30 p.m.  
Congressional Approval Ratings vs. Congressional Performance 
Charlie Dankert  
Faculty Advisor: Nathan Griffith, Ph.D. 
 
The United States Congress depends on the ability for elected representatives to be held 
accountable by their respective constituencies. There are several factors that contribute to the 
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citizen’s ability to effectively communicate to their elected official. One factor that has been 
increasingly used as a standard in the last several decades is the public opinion poll. Polls are an 
instrument used for elected officials to understand how their actions are viewed by their 
constituents. This study asks the simple question of whether public approval ratings of Congress 
accurately reflect Congressional performance. My attempt to find answers will reveal how 
relevant public approval ratings are to the actual performance of Congress by analyzing 
constituent’s rationale for approval and disapproval. This comparison of a citizen’s approval 
rating of the United States Congress with the actual performance of Congress will divulge how 
effective public opinion polls are in capturing what they are intended to. There is existing 
academia regarding this topic, but there is opportunity for added discussion on what approval 
ratings actually represent and how that representation is respected by the elected officials. My 
research will address these topics by analyzing existing data and reviewing competing schools of 
thought. Ultimately, I will allude to the significance of public opinion polls that measure 
congressional approval ratings and their place in the United States Congress.  
 
3:30-4 p.m.  
Whose Test is it Anyway?: The Impact of Standardized Testing on Inner City 
Children 
Abigale Jasinsky 
Faculty Advisor: Nathan Griffith, Ph.D. 
 
Approximately 30% of the K-12 population in the United States, representing about 15 
million students, attend schools in urban districts around the country. The purpose of this thesis  
is to explore the connections between decreased rates of literacy (resulting from the 
consequences of federalized education policy) and the increased risk of gang involvement for 
minors. High-stakes tests that consistently focus on narrow slivers of a larger curriculum can 
yield many unintended ended results. By understanding the factors that increase a minor’s 
likelihood of getting involved in a gang, policy makers will be able to create strategies better 
suited to breaking the cycle. Further, by evaluating the potential effects on a specific population,  
administrators will have an increased understanding of the complex environment that education  
policy must serve in a quest for education equity. 
 
To explore this complicated issue, the study reviewed the publications of scholars specializing in  
the fields of childhood literacy, elementary education, education policy, standardized testing,  
urban policy, and gang activity. Additionally, this study reviewed data showing school 
performance spanning more than two decades, as well as data covering youth involvement in 
gangs, gang prevalence, and demographic studies that explore the correlations between these 
categories. 
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There are limitations to the findings, as there are multiple variables that influence whether or  
not a minor will join a gang, however, the results of my research show that there is a correlation  
between literacy rates and a minor’s risk of gang involvement. The results also show that there is  
a meaningful correlation between standardized test scores and quality of education. 
 
3:30-4 p.m.  
Some Historical Roots of Violence in Modern-Day Africa 
Kirbie Ferrell 
Faculty Advisor: Nathan Griffith, Ph.D. 
 
One of the most frequented topics in the field of international politics is that of the situation in 
Africa. As a whole, the continent is lagging far behind a large portion of the world in 
development and incurring a much greater amount of violence. The goal of this paper is to 
decipher between the various different styles of colonial governance in Africa and explore the 
trend between each colonial powers and the violence levels in these colonies today. The theory 
being presented is that certain colonial legacies left behind a society more prone to violence than 
their counterparts. While these European powers may have left behind certain things that have 
aided in the economies and development of these countries, the hostilities and governing 
techniques that emerge in violent demonstrations today may have a connection to colonial 
tactics. 
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